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Excerpt from Frederick Chopin; As a Man, Vol. 2 of 2: And MusicianThe loves of famous men and

women, especially of those connected with literature and the fine arts, have always excited much

curiosity. In the majority of cases the poet's and artist's choice of a partner falls on a person who is

incapable of comprehending his aims and sometimes even of sympathising with his striving. The

question "why poets are so apt to choose their mates, not for any similarity of poetical endowment,

but for qualities which might make the happiness of the rudest handicraftsman as well as that of the

ideal craftsman" has perhaps never been better answered than by Nathaniel Hawthorne, who

remarks that "at his highest elevation the poet needs no human intercourse; but he finds it dreary to

descend, and be a stranger." Still, this is by no means a complete solution of the problem which

again and again presents itself and challenges our ingenuity. Chopin and George Sand's case

belongs to the small minority of loves where both parties are distinguished practitioners of ideal

crafts. Great would be the mistake, however, were we to assume that the elective affinities of such

lovers are easily discoverable.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes hundreds of

thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a

reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to

digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in

the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page,

may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections

successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such

historical works.
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